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Good Evening–It is so good to be together…I’m not sure what type of day you’ve had, or what
hoops you had to jump through to be here…But I’m glad you are Here! It’s encouraging to see
you all here!
–The past few times we have been together we have been learning the heart of a disciple. Dan
taught us that  we need to deny ourselves, Niles and Peter taught us how we need to abide in
Christ, and Sam taught us that our Holy God makes us holy. Tonight we’re going to look at living
in community with one another–with other disciples–-not an easy task…

Ephesians 4:1-3

I, therefore, the prisoner for the Lord,[a] urge you to live[b] worthily of the calling with which you
have been called,[c] 2 with all humility and gentleness,[d] with patience, putting up with[e] one
another in love, 3 making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

To be united we must have humility, gentleness, patience, forbearance with one another in love
AND a fight to keep the unity of the Spirit–note we are not forming the unity–this unity that
we are keeping has already been made by Jesus and God and the Holy Spirit.

Paul tells us that in order to keep the unity we must have humility, gentleness, patience, bearing
with one another in love. Peach–wholeness. Paul uses the language of ‘making every effort’
because it’s going to be hard, it’s not going to be easy. It’s not going to be natural…What is
natural for us? Focusing on me–not denying myself. Focusing on how great I am.-- Jesus had to
deal with this same issue—the disciples argued over who was the greatest…multiple times.

I can picture it now–the disciples arguing over who is the greatest…Peter says I have the most
knowledge of the Torah, Andrew says I’ve spent the most time praying, Bartholomew says I
have the greatest faith–jesus called me a true Israelite, John says I’ve led the most people to
follow you, Jesus; Matthew says, I’m the most gifted,  James says I have used my gifts the
most.

And before we start to give the disciples a bad name…let me ask–don’t we do the same?

We can all relate to this idea of who's the greatest!. At supper last night…my boys were arguing
over which grade level has the greatest amount of homework, which of their sports injuries hurt
the greatest.  We can easily fall into similar arguments over who is the greatest. Look at Social
Media, look how we behave at Social gatherings…it’s easy for us to have a mindset of who’s the
greatest…but the call is for us to be united with our brothers–not in the way we see the world,
but united in Christ. We have different mindsets–we see the world differently…we come from
different backgrounds, different cultures, different life experiences so we will have different
mindsets.

Look at Social Media…Look at Facebook, instagram, how we behave at social gatherings. We
try to figure out whose world view is the greatest, whose identity is better. We might not do it
intentionally,--we might not put it out on Facebook or Tik Tok…but when we read it, it affects us?
Look inside of yourself and I think we can agree that it’s easy to have similar thoughts and

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+4&version=NET#fen-NET-29258a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+4&version=NET#fen-NET-29258b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+4&version=NET#fen-NET-29258c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+4&version=NET#fen-NET-29259d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+4&version=NET#fen-NET-29259e


2

actions to the disciples in terms of arguing who is the greatest in and out of the kingdom–whose
viewpoint is the best.

– Let’s see how Jesus responded to his disciples arguing over the greatest…John 17.

Earlier that night, the disciples had just argued who was the greatest and Jesus’ response?
Father, I want them to be united as you and I are united.

The world will know the character of God and that God sent Jesus and that we are his disciples
by the way we are united. This is our testimony to the world—that we love one another and we
are making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit–that is our testimony that we are Jesus’
disciples. We are called to be united–not just with those people who are like us, but with our
brothers who have a different world viewpoint than us, with our brothers who are radically
different, with our brothers who have a different background, with our brothers who have a
different culture. We are called to be united in Christ–not uniform in our thinking…

● I don’t have to agree with my brother’s political view–but I need to be united with him in
Christ. I need to see past the surface and see his humanity

● I don’t have to agree with my brother’s view on how the schools should be ran–but I
need to be united with him in Christ. I need to dig deep and see who he is

● I don’t have to agree with their view on the world–But i need to be united with him in
Christ

Of course we will get together with those who are similar to us, believe the same things as us,
have the same passions and beliefs as we do, believe in the same world views as we do, have
the same ideology. That’s easy–that’s natural.--We see that in the world.

What I just described is uniformity–when we think the same things–that’s uniformity–Uniformity
makes everything the same–we look the same, think the same, talk the same, act the
same–that’s not what Jesus is saying. We all have different backgrounds, different ways of
growing up, different experiences that shape our perspective and thoughts and convictions. We
have so much diversity in this room. We have so many different viewpoints in this room. Unity
isn’t about being right. It’s about being together.

…imagine a football team with 53 Tom Bradys. He’s a great quarterback but we saw how he did
at WR on Sunday…He was split as a wide receiver twice…once, they didn’t cover him at all.
The second time, they covered him and they threw the ball his way and he tried to jump to catch
the pass, but instead fell down, the pass was intercepted and Brady then tripped the defender
getting called for a personal foul on the play. Just like a football team needs different skill sets,
The Kingdom of God needs our differences,--our different abilities, different talents, different
gifts, our different backgrounds and different cultures–Larry will talk a little more on this topic
and how we can serve one another with our gifts and talents.

Unity means that despite our differences we are one. Despite our differences we are able to see
one another as Christ sees us. Despite our different perspectives we can value and love one
another. Despite our distinctions we are one as Christ and God are one.
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This idea of unity challenges ME. It pushes me out of my comfort zone. I am naturally an
introvert. I like to stay within the set of people that I know and feel comfortable with.

I challenge us to be intentional to be with people who are not like us. People who have different
backgrounds, people who have different life experiences. Find out who Jesus is to them. Find
out what Jesus has saved them from. Listen to their story. Get to truly know them. Seek to
understand first then be understood.

THIS CAN BE CHALLENGING. Anything worthwhile is going to be hard. But let’s have the
courage to try–rather than the comfort to stay the same.

Reflection question…When was the last time in our fellowship that you talked to someone new
that you didn’t know or didn’t know very well?

This is a monumental task–and Satan would rather see us stay in our comfort zone…content
with the relationships we have. Satan wants us to stay divided in our perspectives and
thoughts–staying with those who are like us, with those who think like us, believe similar beliefs.
Not stepping out of our comfort zone.

Jesus knew how important unity is for us–it was important for Him and God to be united. It’s
important for us to be united to be able to battle Satan and his schemes. We are created for
unity–for connection. We are created to be in each other’s lives, battling for unity because
everything in the world is trying to drive us apart.

We have to fight for unity–making every effort. The world and Satan want to divide us. We have
to fight for our brothers, we have to fight for our brother’s spiritual lives–not arguing over who is
the greatest. There is an early Bible Story that we all know that someone was jealous of his
brother–that he wanted to be the greatest–have the most recognition.

Genesis 4 tells a story of 2 brothers. Cain kills Abel and in response to God’s question of where
is your brother Abel?, Cain replies “I don’t know! Am I my brother’s guardian?”

Cain lies and then responds with a defiant rhetorical question of his own in which he refuses to
accept any responsibility for his brother. But his question is ironic, for he is responsible for his
brother’s fate

● In the Hebrew there are 5 words commonly used for the word command,
commandments.--one of those words is found in Genesis 4–Guardian.

● This word Guardian found here is šāmar (Hebrew) Watchman type of picture
● šāmar (Hebrew) The word means Guardian–watchman, To Keep, Observe–

○ The word šāmar is used later in the Hebrew language for commandments,
Statutes, Precepts. It’s an important idea…

○ There are 5 main words for command in the Hebrew…all of them have a visual
image of who God is. The visual image for šāmar is precious…not only He (God)
who gives the commands is precious but the one
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One of the ways that God wants us to think about his commandments is in reference to this
story of Cain and Abel. The commandments that we are told to keep and follow is an attempt  to
guard, to steward our brothers and our sisters and keep them safe. That’s one of the reasons
we are to follow the Bible, follow Jesus. The heart of God is listed in his commandments, but he
is not a God of commandments. He is a God of Love. The heart of this isn’t to just do what God
says for no reason. It’s to guard the lives of our brothers, our sisters..We are our Brother’s
guardian.

The heart of this story tells me I need to guard my brother.

We are to Guard, protect each other–how do we do this? By being involved in each other’s
lives…We are at our most vulnerable, our most weak when we are alone. Satan has us right
where he wants us when we think we can do it on our own. By Living out the One Another
scriptures we will be our brother's keeper, our brother’s guardian, we will be intimately involved
in our brother’s lives…by participating in the one another scriptures we will be making every
effort to keep the unity of the spirit.

Look at all of these one another scriptures we are called to do…We won’t have time to go
through them all so I picked 3 that I thought were of greater importance to us being apprentices
to the master…Encourage One another, forgive one another and Love one another.

Encourage One Another

We could all use a little more encouragement these days right?

–well in the words of Phil Arsenalt—You guys stinkin’ Rock!!--that’s a favorite saying of Phil
Arsenalt and Micah loves it when he says it to the teens!

You know I was walking by a gym the other day and they had a sign up on the outside and it
said–-There are enough critics in the world, be an encourager. You know, I firmly believe that
everyone here is doing their best with what they got at this moment…The call is not to be critical
of your brothers…instead we are called to encourage one another. –

13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be
hardened by sin’s deceitfulness–here it is–how we are to guard each other's hearts/lives.

It’s so easy to be critical…Ephesians 4:31 31 You must put away all bitterness, anger, wrath,
quarreling, and slanderous talk—indeed all malice. Chipotle example

Encouraging one another will help us in this race of life…Micah example.

There are many ways we can encourage one another–Let me list a couple…

Be in each other’s lives in church related activities and non church related activities–So many
times so many of you have come and watched my boys play baseball/flag football, run XC. It’s a
great encouragement to them—and to us. And it helps to build unity.
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Speak Faith Stories to one another–teens recently went through a time of  sharing “my story”.
Get to understand what Christ means to other people–other people who are NOT LIKE YOU,
NOT FROM THE SAME BACKGROUND. What has Jesus saved them from? What does Jesus
mean to them? Btw this will help us in being united in the spirit.

Remind your brother of the specific promises and characteristics of God and how you have
seen them played out in your life.. – or how you have seen the promises played out in their lives

○ The Apostle Peter wrote, "I will always remind you of these things, even though
you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.” 2 Peter
1:12

Realize the power of presence.  Just being there–HERE can be encouraging! When you’re with
others, you’re telling them without using your words that They ARE important. The Apostle Paul
closed his letter to the church at Colossae promising to send his friend Tychius that he may
encourage your hearts (Colossians 4:8b). Let us not give up meeting with one another.
Show up to Family Group Meetings. Sometimes just your presence can be
encouraging…Especially if it’s been a hard day and you feel like you would rather stay at home.
–Jonathan Story–
Tell how others have encouraged you.--and allow them to encourage you–accept the
encouragement.
Many Many More.
There are enough critics out there in the world. Let’s be a brotherhood of encouragement. YOU
GUYS STINKIN’ ROCK!
Ephesians 4:32 31 You must put away all bitterness, anger, wrath, quarreling, and slanderous
talk—indeed all malice
zPaul finishes the chapter by saying…
32 Instead,[aj] be kind to one another, compassionate,-forgiving one another, just as God in Christ
also forgave you.

Forgive One Another.
Colossians 3:13-14, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if someone happens to
have a complaint against anyone else. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also forgive
others
Whoa…let’s read those last two verses again…Forgive as Jesus has forgiven me.
Wow.
Forgive as Jesus has forgiven me…What he has forgiven me of. How he has Forgiven me, why
he has forgiven me.
Let’s take a moment and think of all that Jesus has forgiven you of….for me that’s a big list…
Now, let’s take a moment and think of how you have forgiven others…
Which list is greater? For me, it’s definitely Jesus’ forgiveness that is greater.  It’s easier to want
the forgiveness that Jesus offers and not wanting to give the same forgiveness…It’s more
natural to seek retaliation, or to pull away…Peter had a similar question…
Matthew 18:21-22
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Peter has a question…”Lord How many times must I forgive my brother? Another way to ask
that question… How many times must I forgive until I can take matters into my own hands and
retaliate? Get retribution? Forget about my brother and move on?

We are familiar with Peter’s question. It’s a well known passage in the Bible
We are well acquainted with the experience that gives rise to this question of How many times
must I forgive my brother? At what point can I move on and not deal with this person anymore.
At What point can I get retribution? At what point can I have him experience the same pain he
has caused me? I want to retaliate!
We all have been sinned against, been hurt, been offended, been wounded, been wronged by
someone. Times may have changed since Peter asked this question, but our sinfulness is still
the same. It still has the same sting, the same wound.
We know what we have to do…it’s just so hard. Remember forgiveness isn’t a feeling–it’s a
choice, a decision, an action.
The world says you don’t need to forgive for that wrongdoing. Just move on. Get retaliation,
reciprocate so he knows the pain you went through. Strike back.
But what Jesus says is one of the most foreign ideas and concepts to the world around us.
Jesus basically says we must out forgive evil…
The world says–it’s ok to get retaliation, they hurt you. It’s ok to pull back, they did the wrong
thing, it’s ok to seek retribution–they should know better. It’s ok to strike back–they deserve it! In
the world it’s absurd monumental revenge for the smallest infractions–Getting even/revenge is
the first priority. This is what divides us, breaks us apart. Creates disunity.

Jesus says no…to be my apprentice you must have absurd monumental forgiveness for even
the slightest of infractions—AND for the greatest of infractions. This is what will draw us closer
together, closer to God. Forgiveness will unite us.
Forgiveness is a reckoning and a release (Barbell Analogy)

“Forgiveness cuts the tie of equivalence between the offense and what we expect of the
offender or the way we will treat the offender. You don’t have to repay me in some way that’s
equal to the offense, to the way you have mistreated me. Because you can’t.”

We can't repay what Jesus has done for us, but as apprentices of HIS we can learn to forgive as
Jesus did.  “bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if someone happens to have a
complaint against anyone else. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also forgive others.

Love one another

This is how Jesus loved us…this is how we are called to love one another…And loving one
another is the only one another scriptures that Jesus commands us to do…occurs 17 times by 3
different authors in 7 different books…I think it’s fairly important.

John 13:34-35
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Jesus says a NEW command–reference the Guardian–the idea behind the word command in
aramaic is it’s a way to draw close to God–to each other. A new command I give to you, Love
one another. And he demonstrated this type of love earlier in the chapter when he washed the
disciples feet.

John 13:1-17–we all know this story very well. Lots more details–in my handout.

What can we take away from Jesus’ actions…and even the disciples' actions here in this story?

–Let’s start at the beginning. In the Passover meal, Jesus and his disciples weren’t sitting
around a table, they were laying around the Table…so in order to wash his disciples feet…

It wasn’t His job. He would have had to have gotten up from laying around the table. He chose
to get up and wash feet–even though it wasn’t his job. As the leader, the rabbi, the messiah…it
wasn’t Jesus’ job to wash feet. It possibly was Peter’s Job to wash feet. This is a part of who
Jesus is calling us to be if we are to be his disciples. We are to deny ourselves, our ‘position’. It
doesn’t matter our position, it doesn’t matter whose job it is. All of us are required to wash feet.
All of us are required to serve one another. We can’t remain on the couch and serve. There are
also times when we will need to let others serve us. We have to get up and take action. You
know–Worldly Love says “Let me know if you need help”...and then we don’t pick up the phone
when they call or we ignore the text asking for help, or purposely schedule something else for
that day. How about instead say, I’ll be over to help. What time?

Jesus would have had to kneel to wash feet. Here we see Jesus kneeling at the disciples
feet. Let’s Love one another that we take the time to kneel together at the feet of Jesus–at the
feet of God in prayer. Not just saying–I’m thinking and praying for you. Let’s figure out times to
consistently be with our brothers in prayer. Consistently be at the feet of Jesus together.
Drawing near to one another and to God.

In order to Wash feet–you have to get your hands dirty. Feet are dirty—Jesus had to get in
there with his hands and wash the dirtiest part of his disciples. Our lives are messy–inside and
out. Will Cox helping to tear out moldy sheetrock. We have to allow others to help us. Be
humble enough to allow others into our lives and to allow others to serve us. I struggle with this.
I’m fine helping out–but when someone says…what can i pray for you, or do you need help…I
can think–I’m so used to helping others out that when it comes time for me needing help—I’ll
just figure it out. I will do better in this area and seek your help.

Jesus was teaching a lesson here–The disciples were listening–otherwise we wouldn’t have
this story–or at least John was listening. The disciples were learning a lesson. We need to be
humble and learn the lessons that Jesus is teaching us. We need to continue to remain and
Abide in Jesus. Or perhaps we need to learn the lessons from our brothers–we have seen 3
great lessons by Dan, Niles and Peter and Sam…are we taking those lessons to heart? Are we
being transformed to be more like our master? Larry will now share on how some brothers here
in our congregation have used their gifts and talents and how serving has had a transformation
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on their hearts and relationships with one another and how their relationship with God has
changed.


